SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS. 


In the news today. 

NOVEMBER RAE RESULTS 

WHEN NEW RADIO REGULATIONS COME INTO FORCE 
THE PEARS “WELCOME TO HF” QSO PARTY 

SARL IARU FUND GETS ANOTHER BOOST 

THE TRUST ANNOUNCES A COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. Also, at your con- 
venience, visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on 
weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00, at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book 
sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL the news follows in detail 
NOVEMBER RAE RESULTS 


The results of the November RAE have since Thursday 25 November been avail- 
able on the SARL’s web site. 


The SARL extends its heartiest congratulations to all the successful candidates 


with their achievement. 


The SARL has an agreement with ICASA which allows all successful candidates 
to immediatly come on the air with their new call signs. We all look forward to 
hear you on the air. 


An official letter will soon be mailed to each candidate. 
WHEN NEW RADIO REGULATIONS COME INTO FORCE 


As we reported in the previous SARL bulletins, the Department of Communi- 
cations has given us a written undertaking that the new Radio Regulations will 
be gazetted in the next couple of weeks. When the new regulations take effect, 


the holders of ZR licenses will for the first time have operating privileges on 
the amateur HF bands. The band segments on which ZR licensees may operate 
under the new regulations are: 


1,810 - 1,850 MHz in the 160 m band; 3,500 - 3,800 MHz in the 80 m band; 
7,000 - 7,100 MHz in the 40 m band; 14,070 - 14,099 MHz and 14,225 - 14,350 
MHz in the 20 m band; 21,080 - 21,120 MHz and 21,300 - 21,450 MHz in the 
15 m band; 28,050 - 28,150 MHz and 28,300 - 28,500 MHz in the 10 m band; 


In all cases, the maximum permitted power is 100 Watt PEP. 


When the new regulations take effect, the HF frequency allocations for ZU 
licenses will also change so they are identical with the ZR allocations on the 
160, 80, 40 and 10 m bands. ZU licensees will be permitted to use SSB on all 
these bands. The frequencies applicable to ZU licenses are: 


1,810 - 1,850 MHz in the 160 m band; 3,500 - 3,800 MHz in the 80 m band; 
7,000 - 7,100 MHz in the 40 m band; 28,050 - 28,150 MHz and 28,300 - 28,500 
MHz in the 10 m band. 


The maximum permitted power for ZU licensees remains 20 watts PEP. 


ZS licensees will retain all current frequency allocations, with a maximum power 
of 400 watt. 


The new regulations also introduce a new process for ZR and ZU license holders 
wishing to upgrade to a ZS license. In terms of the regulations, the SARL may 
prescribe assessments for the ZS license. A candidate wishing to obtain a ZS 
license must pass any one of the assessments. The assessments prescribed to 
date are: 


1. Confirmed contacts with 100 different stations using any combination of 
bands or modes. Only simplex contacts, and contacts through earth- 
orbiting satellites, will count. Contacts through repeaters will not count. 


2. The construction of a working direct-conversion or superheterodyne radio 
receiver, or a crystal-controlled radio transmitter with an output power of 
at least 1 watt. 


3. The completion of at least 50 hours of public service or emergency commu- 
nications in sports communications, disaster preparedness exercises, actual 
disasters and educational events. 


4. Obtaining a professional tertiary qualification in electronics or radio. 
5. Passing a Morse code test at 5 w.p.m. 


Please see the SARL web site for further details of the assessments and the 
conditions that apply to each. 


The assessments will be administered by assessors nominated by clubs and ap- 
pointed by the SARL. The SARL is in the process of appointing assessors, 
and clubs are invited to submit their nominations. All nominations must 


be made on the official form, which can be found on the SARL web site at 
http://www.sarl.org.za/public/licences/Assessments/Assessments.asp. 


Once assessors have been appointed, ZR and ZU licensees who wish to obtain 
a ZS license will be able to do so by completing the assessment form, which 
will be available from assessors, and submitting evidence of having successfully 
completed any of the assessments. Each application will have to be signed off 
by two assessors. There will be an assessment fee of R50, which will be waived 
for SARL members. This will be in addition to the license upgrade fees payable 
to ICASA. 


THE PEARS “WELCOME TO HF” QSO PARTY 
This was gleaned from “HF-happenings 123” from ZS4BS 


Objective: For DX operators and South African stations with a ZS or ZU prefix 
to make as many contacts with ZR stations on HF as possible. For South African 
ZR stations to make as many HF contacts as possible with any other station 
(including other ZRs). 


Contest Period: The contest runs from 12:00 CAT Saturday 11 December 2004 
to 12:00 CAT Sunday 12 December 2004. 


Mode and Frequencies: The mode is SSB only. The following frequencies shall 
be used: 3,600 - 3,800 MHz; 7,050 - 7,100 MHz; 14,225 - 14,350 MHz; 21,300 - 
21,450 MHz; 28,300 - 28,500 MHz. 


Entrance Categories: There are three entrance categories: ZR - Stations in 
South Africa with ZR prefixes. ZS - Stations in South Africa with ZS or ZU 
prefixes. DX - stations outside of South Africa. 


Station Requirements: There are no limitations on the power of stations, or 
the number of operators, or the location of station equipment except that all 
operators must operate within the limits of their licenses at all times. 


Points: A contact between two ZR stations scores 2 points. A contact between 
a ZR station and a ZS station scores 1 point. A contact between a ZR station 
and a DX station scores 5 points. A contact between a ZS station and a DX 
station scores 1 point. 


Only one contact with each station on each band counts. Points can be claimed 
for multiple contacts with the same station on different bands. 


Exchange: Call signs, Signal report and the operator’s name. 


Awards: DX - An award will be made to the top entrant from each continent. 
ZR - An award will be made to the top three entrants. ZS - An award will be 
made to the top three entrants. 


Logs: Logs can be sent via snail-mail to: PEARS QSO Party, PO Box 5277, 
Walmer 6070 or via email to zr2dx@mweb.co.za. Closing date for submission of 
logs is 31 January 2005. No late submissions will be considered. 


SARL IARU FUND GETS ANOTHER BOOST 


Several clubs and individuals have swung into action after last weeks appeal 
for contributions to the SARL IARU Membership fund. On the President’s 
Net Chairman of the Highway Amateur Radio Club. Edwin Musto, ZS5BBO, 
challenged all Club Chairmen to match or beat his donation of R500. Other 
donations followed: R820 from the Magalies Radio Amateur Club members 
who made contributions at their monthly meeting, R1000 from the NorthWest 
Amateur Radio Club, R150 from the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club and R300 
from the Hibiscus Amateur Radio Club. Individual Radio Amateurs also made 
contributions. Thanks go to ZS6KR, ZR6WWL, ZS6MRA and Malagies Ra- 
dio Amateur Club members: ZR6NMJ, ZR6AFJ, ZS6ARR, ZR6NC, ZR6CJR 
ZR6JGS, ZR6PS, ZR6THS, ZR6JPN, ZR6SDS, ZR6TA, ZR6VON, ZR6JDE, 
ZS6BUS, and ZS6LC. 


Contributions that are deposited directly into the account but for which no 
Emails or faxes are received can only be acknowledged once the Trust receives 
their monthly bank statement. Contribution can be deposited in the SA Am- 
ateur Radio Development Trust bank account: ABSA Menlyn. The account 
number is 560 142 722 and the branch code 335 635. A full list of donors will 


be posted during next week on www.sarl.org,za and www.amateurradio.org.za. 
NEXT PRESIDENT’S NET TO AIR ON 19 DECEMBER 


The next President’s net will be on the air on Sunday 19 December at 19:00 CAT. 
SARL President Graham Hartlett will discuss some of the activities planned for 
2005. Clubs are invited to join the net and share some of their plans for the 
coming year. The SARL President’s net is an ideal platform to share ideas 
and to get information on the SARL, its activities and on amateur radio in 
general. To link a repeater please send an email to armiQsarl.org.za with the 
telephone number to be linked, the frequency on which the repeater operates 
and its coverage area. 


THE TRUST ANNOUNCES A COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 


The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust has announced the in- 
troduction of an Amateur Radio Community Service Award to recognise an 
individual or club who has through amateur radio made a major contribution 
to the community. The first recipient will be announced at the Siemens Radio 
Amateur of the Year Breakfast function on 8 December 2004. 


The award will be bestowed annually on a person or club in recognition of service 
to the community. This may include a project that has assisted physically 
handicapped persons and communications support for a major community or 
sporting event. Nomination criteria will be announced on December 8. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Kobus, ZS6KOB, reports that propagation conditions during the past week were 
very weak. This can mainly be attributed to the low sunspot number and the 


fact that there were no corona openings on the sun’s surface. The sunspot 
number on Thursday was 52,3 compared to 53,8 last week. Sun activity was 
also minimal with a few active spots on the western and southern parts of the 
sun. The sun spot number on 22 November sank to 28 - though only for a short 
period. On 27-28 November conditions may become more active as a result of 
the expected influx of a corona mass towards earth. On 30 November stormy 
conditions are expected as a result of the influx of a high- speed corona mass. 
Prospects for the coming week are weak. A few good openings towards the east 
were experienced during the past week. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


30 November, last day for submission of nominations and motions for 2005 AGM; 
1 December, last chance to submit your logs for the CQWW Phone contest; 11 
- 12 December “Welcome to HF” competition; 9 April 2005 SARL AGM. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
700, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Gustav, 
ZS6BWN, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


